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C L I E N T    R E F E R E N C E    L E T T E R S 
 

 
 
 
 
 
RESIDENTIAL CLIENTS 

Chris Pichardo _ Canyon House 
Traci Taylor and Joe Metcalf _ Taylor-Metcalf Addition 
Miyo Reff _ Mission Beach House 
 
 
 
 
COMMERCIAL CLIENTS 

Michael Tilford, Principal _ AspinWall Partners 
Rich Gerace, Owner _ RGB Group Inc. 
Christine Madrid French, Director _ National Trust, Recent Past Program 
Kathy Kottaridis, Executive Director _ Historic Boston Inc. 
 
 
 
 
PERSONAL REFERENCES 

Giorgio Bianchi, Partner _ Renzo Piano Building Workshop 
Randel Hanna, Principal _ Architects Hanna Gabriel Wells 
Ed Hodges, President _ DiMella Shaffer 
 





To Whom It May Concern, 

Working with Cube was an extraordinary experience.  During the pregnancy of our first 
child, they designed a Master Suite addition to our existing home built in 1953. From 
concept to completion, we found the process to be thorough, and deliberate. Even at 
the first presentation of concepts it was evident that we were working with the highest 
caliber of people and truly gifted architects. 

We had no idea that our space could affect the way we live so profoundly. Each design 
decision defines a purpose and functionality enhancing the whole. During the building 
process, issues of concern in regards to construction, permits and the building 
department were handled quickly, accurately and creatively. 

The resulting product expanded our perceptions about material use, space and how this 
process can be. We have nothing but good things to say about Cube, they build our 
trust enough to push our ideas beyond our thoughts about how things ought to be and 
gave us something remarkable. 

Joseph Metcalf & Traci Taylor 
4834 Iroquois Avenue 
San Diego, CA  92117 
858.699.2324 
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�
Michael�B.�Tilford�
AspinWall�Partners,�Principal�
59�Temple�Street�
Boston,�MA�02111�
�
�
January�28,�2011�
�
�
To�whom�it�may�concern,�
�
It�is�my�pleasure�to�offer�my�unqualified�recommendation�of�CUBE�Design.�+�Research.�In�the�fall�of�
2010,�I�commissioned�CUBE�to�plan�and�design�a�speculative�retail�concept�that�I�had�been�working�on�
for�some�time.�While�I�had�a�very�defined�sense�of�the�financial�and�operational�structure�of�my�project,�
I�lacked�a�clear�vision�for�how�the�space�should�look�and�function.��
�
On�their�first�attempt,�and�with�little�support�from�me,�CUBE�created�a�coherent�and�thoughtful�vision�
that�far�exceeded�my�expectations.�Their�design�was�logical,�coherent�and�attractive.�Their�work�made�
promoting�my�project�simple�and�made�my�unique�concept�easy�for�anyone�to�understand�in�a�short�
amount�of�time.�
�
Over�the�course�of�my�career,�I�have�had�the�pleasure�of�working�with�many�creative�and�thoughtful�
architects.�CUBE�distinguished�themselves�through�their�mix�of�creativity,�logic�and�organization.�Please�
do�not�hesitate�to�contact�me�should�you�require�additional�information.�
�
Sincerely,�
�
Michael�Tilford�
AspinWall�Partners,�LLC�
�

��



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 27, 2011 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Chris Johns was the project designer and manager on an award-winning coastal home that we 
constructed in 2008. Chris played a crucial role in getting the project through the California Coastal 
Commission as well as permitting and regulation processes. His strong construction background and 
design abilities were key elements in building this project. He worked seamlessly with us and the owner to 
create a communicative working environment throughout the duration of the project.   
 
Chris provided us with accurate and timely drawings that saved us, and our subcontractors, time and 
money. Chris is a level headed designer with great attention to detail and vision. His work ethic and 
dedication to the project were instrumental in its success.  
 
Since then, RGB has hired Cube to handle all of its branding, marketing and website design. Cube 
worked tirelessly to meet our needs and create a timeless symbol for our company. We are proud of the 
finished product and pleased to work with great people.   
 
Chris would be an asset to any project and Cube would absolutely bring the knowledge and commitment 
needed to execute any project at the highest level.  
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 

 
Rich Gerace 
RGB Group Inc 
 



 

 

January 1, 2011 
 
 
 
Letter of Recommendation 

 Modernism + 
Recent Past 
  
 

National Office 

1785 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

P 202.588.6000 

F 202.588.6038 

E info@nthp.org 

www.PreservationNation.org 

Western Office  

5 Third Street, Suite 707  

San Francisco, CA 94103   

P 415.947.0692   

F 415.947. 0699  

E wro@nthp.org  
Serving: AK, AZ, CA, HI, ID, NV, OR, WA 

& Pacific Island territories   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
For: CUBE design + research 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madame, 
 
I would like to convey my full support for CUBE design + research and their work to develop 
innovative re-integration strategies for target properties. 
 
My experience with Jason Hart and his CUBE consortium began a few years ago when I discovered 
their ambitious re-imagining of the historically significant Blue Cross/Blue Shield Building in Boston, 
designed by Paul Rudolph in 1960. On their own, this small architectural firm produced a freely 
available, ground-breaking demonstration of the many ways that this structure, then in immediate 
danger of demolition, could be successfully re-utilized on a number of levels and within varying 
design strata. I was so impressed with this work – and the self-motivation of the team – that I began 
working with CUBE to address yet another modernist work that lay abandoned and awaiting 
destruction: the 1961 Richard Neutra designed Cyclorama on the Gettysburg battlefield in 
Pennsylvania.  
 
For their Gettysburg proposal, CUBE bounded ahead of all expectations and produced a portfolio of 
work both revealing and remarkable for its original approach towards history and historic architecture. 
Based on solid research and scholarship, CUBE developed an entirely new set of ideas for the re-use 
of a building that has flummoxed interested parties for over a decade. With their assistance, we hope 
to re-engage the public in a constructive discussion to revitalize this notable modernist structure.  
 
Critical evaluation of our existing landscapes and innovative re-use of the buildings of our past is a 
key element in the future success of our American cities. The work of CUBE will undoubtedly assist in 
this nationwide effort. It is my honor to support their work.  
 
Best regards, 
 

 
Christine Madrid French 
Director, Modernism + Recent Past Program 
 
 

 









 
 

 
 
January 17, 2011 
 
Letter of Reference for Mr. Christopher Johns 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is with great pleasure and without hesitation that I submit this letter of 
recommendation for Chris Johns. Chris worked for our firm for nearly five years on 
a wide range of projects including a custom beach front residence, an AIA 
design award winning addition to the San Diego Rowing Club and a 150,000 
square foot, multi-story corporate headquarters. 
 
On each of these projects, Chris performed his responsibilities diligently, with 
eagerness and enthusiasm- qualities that we consider invaluable in a young 
architect. Importantly, Chris also displayed excellent technical knowledge and 
great ability to research and obtain useful information for many diverse aspects 
of design and construction. We were able to rely on the fact that documents he 
created were well crafted, thorough and well coordinated. 
 
Our diverse practice includes many types of project delivery, and through this, 
Chris interacted with general contractors and major sub-contractors and gained 
important knowledge about architect-contractor relationships and expectations 
and the value that can be added to a project by working in a true team 
environment. 
 
Lastly, but maybe most importantly, Chris is passionate about architecture and 
the building process. It is his passion, his eagerness to do great work and his great 
personal character that will undoubtedly lead to his future successes. 
 
Sincerely, 
 for ARCHITECTS hanna gabriel wells 

 
 
J. Randel Hanna AIA 
principal 




