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Richard Neutra’s Cyclorama, one of his most prized buildings, is located on the battlefield
in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Its future is in doubt, as the National Park Service prefers
to demolish it. Typically, preservation focuses narrowly on retaining a building as is or
with minimal intervention, but there are degrees of preservation yet to be explored that
lie between maintaining the original condition and demolition. CUBE has devised the
groundwork for a more nuanced form of preservation that addresses today’s societal
needs while respecting our cultural heritage. Often, new additions are added to existing
buildings, but why not invert this procedure? In this scheme, the main hub of the
Cyclorama building is combined with a neighboring museum to revive its own life while
creating new opportunities in the process.

EXISTING
MUSEUM

C U B E

N E U T R A P R E S E R V A T I O N: N E T W O R K
LOCATION

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

CLIENT
Withheld

STATS

Mission 66 Visitors Center

HIGHLIGHTS

Architect’s Newspaper |
Preservation is a Moving Target
Architectural Record | Extricate
National Trust | Partial Preservation

Relying on aggressive policy, heavy investing, and thoughtful programming, the Cyclorama
Building becomes integral to a larger preservation initiative incorporating other ailing
mid-century marvels. The Cyclorama, along with other threatened significant buildings, is
repurposed as a network of cooperative transient housing. Individually, the importance of
these buildings may appear insignificant, but collectively, each building plays a different
role in the history of the Modern movement of architecture. The collection of buildings is
united by their position in architectural and American history. Through their revitalization,
they trigger economic development, promote environmental sustainability, and are
renewed as architectural destinations for all travelers.
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In this scenario, the building continues its original purpose; to guide visitors through
the landscape, though now, the contrast between the two become less clear. Precise
incisions in the rotunda frame key moments near and far on the battlefield as through
the lens of a camera. Each view is carefully considered and crafted to inform the viewer
of the events that took place over the vast fields before them. From here you can spot
General Meade’s farm house headquarters, Lincoln’s address in the cemetery, the fight
for Little Round Top, and the Confederate line in the distance. Visitors move along the new
ramp that circles inside the rotunda wall, stopping at various platforms to contemplate the
events of July 3rd, 1863.
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This approach advocates fully restoring the landscape while still retaining a central idea
in Richard Neutra’s conception of the building: that architecture, through its creation of
place, has the power to unite people and promote peace, an idea he linked to Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address. The ideas symbolized in Lincoln Hall and the speaking rostrum within
the Cyclorama Building are still relevant today. These small portions would be retained
in place, renovated, and surrounded by the restored landscape to offer a multifaceted
place for commemorative gatherings, intimate contemplation, or simply a platform for tour
guides to describe that harrowing day of July 3rd, 1863 in Ziegler’s Grove. But it would
also serve as a small reminder of the full history of Ziegler’s Grove.

